
The Newsletter is published six times a year by the 
ART LEAGUE OF OCEAN CITY, Inc., P. O. Box 
3503, Ocean City, MD, 21843; tel: 410.524.9433; e-
m a i l : o c a r t @ v e r i z o n . n e t ;  w e b s i t e : 
www.artleagueofoceancity.org.  It is edited by Nancy 
Howard, tel: 410.524.1881; e-mail:  
neffiehoward@verizon.net The deadline for items is the 
15th of the month preceding publication.  ALOC, Inc., 
is funded in part by the Worcester County Arts Council. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
                   
     As another exciting year begins at 
the ALOC, we are grateful for the won-
derful membership that supports this 
organization both financially and 
through volunteering of time. Over the 
past 18 months our membership has 
grown 25%, and that has allowed us to 
offer more programming than ever be-
fore including: classes, lectures, and 
movie nights. 
    In addition, we have been able to ex-
pand our community outreach with our 
Art with a Heart programs that help 
other non-profits raise funds through art 
related events. With the help of our vol-
unteers we have increased our youth 
programs like the after school art 
classes at Berlin Intermediate School, 
and the SAGES at risk teen art lessons. 
    In this time of economic uncertainty, 
we cannot rely on grant money to fund  

 
 
our activities. It is up to the member-
ship to whom the mission is important, 
to keep the 
programs going. It is also up to the 
members to let the Mayor and City 
Council know how much the ALOC is 
needed to enrich the  quality of life for 
our residents, and as an added value to 
the vacation experience of our visitors. 
    I hope you all continue to support the 
ALOC, both by making tax deductible 
donations, and attending the many 
events. The entire community is a better 
place because of  the Art League of 
Ocean City. 
    May your year ahead be filled with 
beautiful colors…… Rina 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS !   
 

     Once again the Starving Artist Party was 
a huge success.  Joy Faulkner did a tremen-
dous job in rounding up volunteers to make 
the more than fifteen different types and 
desserts.  She also provided the various 
types of bread and the wine for the party.  
Amy Rothermel and Ed East assisted with 
the set of tables and Jody Veader, Betty 
Stork and Lisi Ruczynski were on hand to 
help get the food on the table and helped 
with the clean up after the party.  Lois and 
George Hamaty and Stasia Heubeck were at 
the door to collect the entry money. Many 
of the members gave a helping hand as 
needed.  We could not have done it without 
the cooks who provided the soups and des-
serts.  Thanks you to all who helped to raise 
$1,000 for our scholarship fund. 
     Rina Thaler and Joy Faulkner were in 
charge of the December reception.  Pam 
Landry assisted with the set up and ar-
ranged most of the food on plates. Jerry and 
Jennifer Albright and friends and Jean 
Scanlon and Lois DeVoe helped with the 

clean up after the reception. We were happy 
that the distinguished local artist Patrick 
Henry and his wife were able to join us for 
this reception. Thanks you to all who pro-
vided the hors d’oeuvres for this event.   

  Betty Stork      

Save on Workshop Registration Fees 
     ALOC needs monitors for work-
shops.  This involves setting up for the 
workshop, opening up the Art League 
on  workshop days, making coffee and 
providing morning snacks (doughnuts, 
bagels, etc. ) for which the monitor will 
be reimbursed, overseeing dismantling 
things at the end of the workshop and 
generally helping meet the needs of the 
visiting artist.  The monitor will pay 
only one-half of the workshop fees.  
For more information contact Ann 
Heslop at aheslop@mchsi.com� 
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The ALOC is located at 502 94th St., Ocean City, MD;  the gallery is open  11-4 p.m. Mon.– Fri; 1-4 p.m. Sat.—Sun. 
ALOC Board meets 2nd Monday each month 

 
President, Rina Thaler         410.524.7462 
Vice President, Jill Glassman         410.208.6929 
Treasurer, Lyn Burr          410.641.0772 
Recording Secretary,  Jean Scanlon        410.641.7194 
Corres. Secretary, Paige Ruby         410.208.1214 
Past President, Betty Stork         410.208.6892 
  
        Joy Faulkner                   Colleen Powell 
        Matt Likovich        Margaret Spurlock 
        Helen Hammerman           Nancy Howard 
        Jody Veader         Berit Brewington 
        Barbara Melon                  Kim Wagner 
        Betty Everson              Lisi Ruszynski�
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Corporate Sponsors:  Nancy Howard         410.524.1881 
Exhibits:  Colleen Powell         410.213.2013 
Home Tour:  Barbara Melone         302.436.9179 
Guest Artists:  Margaret Spurlock        410.218.6380 
Judges:  Paige Ruby           410.208.1214 
Log Book:  Isobel Troutman              757.824.4922 
Membership:  Jill Glassman               410.208.6929 
Newsletter:  Nancy Howard         410.524.1881 
Publicity:  Matt Likovich           410.   
Youth Programs/Grants:  Sarah Titus         410.334.2267 
Classes/Workshops:  Berit Brewington          410 250-9753  
Volunteers:  Betty Stork               410.208.6892 
Receptions:   Joy Faulkner         410.250.7793 
Scholarship:   Lyn Burr             410.641.0772 
OCDC & 94 West liaison:   Jody Veader        410.641.8789 

Annual Mtg. at Clarion huge success…. 

NEED E-MAIL UPDATES 
 

MANY E-MAIL ADDRESSES I HAVE 
FOR ALOC INFORAMTION ARE RE-
TURNED UNDELIVERABLE.  PLEASE 
SEND ME UPDATED ADDRESSES 
neffiehoward@verizon.net     THANKS 



 

Profile of Rina Thaler ~ 
 
Position at the Art League:   President, serving her fourth term. 
Family:  Husband, Jeff, and 16 year old twins, Brandon and Chelsea. 
From:  Queens, New York 
Ocean City:  Rina and Jeff moved to Ocean City as newlyweds, 
right out of college, and opened stores on the boardwalk; they be-
came distributors for Panama Jack suntan lotion. She and Jeff, who 
now does commercial planning and design, made the city their per-
manent home in 1980. “I am passionate about art and Ocean City,” 
says Rina, “We’ve always lived in town. Jeff and I work hard for the 
boards on which we belong, to make this city a better place to live, 
including a more artistic vision.” 
The Businesses: Jewelry stores, clothing boutiques, beach stands, 
hat stores and surf shops are some of the past Thaler enterprises. 
Along with partners, they built a building on 72nd St. to house a flea 
market, then sold it to the US Post Office. In 1995 they opened the 
family entertainment center, Planet Maze, in partnership with two 
other families. Located on 33rd St., the complex includes a miniature 
golf course, Laser Tag Arena and indoor climbing maze. They still 
own and operate it today. “Each business has been an adventure,” 
Rina remarked. “Being a part of so many different enterprises has 
taught me to multi-task.” 
Her Art:   Rina believes she never would have pursued her interest in 
painting if it were not for the Art League, and the workshops they 
offer with first class instructors. Three years ago, she and 15 other 
artists opened Gallery One in Ocean View on Route 26. The co-op 
has done well and is expanding to a larger space nearby. Painting in 
spurts, sometimes every day, and then not for a couple of weeks, 
Rina is primarily a watercolor painter. Loving a challenge, she has 
been experimenting with abstracts. 
The Art League: “Because of the big increase in membership, larger 
attendance at our receptions, and the ability to raise large sums of 
money from the House Tour, we are being noticed,”  Rina explains. 
“I am confident that the day will come when we will have a larger 
full service building, thanks to everyone who has given of their time 
and effort.”  - Stasia Heubeck 

        Dean Peterson to give One Day Photography Workshop 
 
     Dean Peterson teaches photography and digital imaging at Salis-
bury University.  His workshop, “Ocean City Location Shoot and 
Lightroom Workflow,” will be Saturday, Feb. 28 from 9:30-4:30.  
Fees are $40 for members and $45 for non-members and are due 
when registering.  Participants will need a digital camera.  Students 
are asked to bring their lunch.  The emphasis of the workshop will 
be on seeing and how to respond to the environment through the 
camera as well as reviewing the basics of Lightroom workflow in 
working with images.  
     Dean Peterson has a BFA in Painting, Drawing and Printmaking 
and a MFA in Printmaking and Drawing from Eastern Michigan 
University.  He began using various photographic processes in 
graduate school to explore possibilities in printmaking.  Photogra-
phy eventually became his primary studio discipline.   
     His interest in subject matter varies from found object studies to 
conventional landscape to fairly abstract images.  Whatever the sub-
ject, the quality that he wishes to promote throughout his work is an 
emphasis on strong composition and color.   

From Board Member Vicki Albrecht……….  
 
     The Ocean City Public Library (OCPL) hosted the  November "Art at 
the Beach" Art Exhibit. Many parents, grandparents and children viewed 
the artwork. Thank you to Sarah Titus, George Hamaty, Vicki 
Albrecht,  Dr. Main, Assistant Principal at Berlin Intermediate School 
for use of  display panels, and Ms. Andrea Schlottman, OC Library 
Branch Manager, whose support made this a successful event. 
     "Outreach" art classes were taught in November at SAGES.  Seven-
teen adolescent girls benefited from the drawing and watercolor 
classes.  Plans are being made to exhibit at OCPL.  Thank you to Stasia 
Heubeck, Vicki Albrecht, Sarah Titus and Ethne Graziano. 
     Purchase of six display panels was made possible, from 
the Community Foundation of  the Eastern Shore/Community Needs 
Grant. We are very appreciative of  their support. 

ALOC Member News….. 

Susan Beverly Studio and Gallery will open in January 2009 at 101 
East Main Street, Westminster, MD.  Susan will offer art, music, 
writing, meditation, and Reiki lessons and host featured artists once a 
month and featured poets on Friday nights, featured musicians on 
Saturdays.  443.944.4762 for more info or susanbever-
ly2003@yahoo.com 
Jim Connolly has been invited to be one of the artist exhibiting in 
Reflections on Water Exhibit at the Ward Museum University of 
Salisbury.  The exhibit highlights the Eastern Shore's wetland habi-
tats, maritime scenery, and nautical activities. The exhibit will con-
tinue to 2/15/09. Stop by and enjoy the selection showcase of works 
in a variety of media: paintings, photographs and sculpture 

 
Nicholas Simmons has had a busy few months.  He won a Gold 
Medal in the 29th Pennsylvania Watercolor Society International 
Juried Exhibition; was a finalist in the 25th Annual The Artist's 
Magazine art competition, landscape category; was featured in the 
Winter 2009 issue of Watercolor magazine; was the only American 
artist invited to show in the13th Salon de l'Aquarelle, Limousin, 
France 5th Hispacuarela; had an International Exhibition in Cádiz, 
Spain and was the featured artist  on watercolorpainting.com  

Elizabeth Collard will teach 8-week comprehensive courses for 
beginners in watercolor basics at the Fleur-de-Lis studio in Lewes.  
No prior skills required.  Classes begin Wednesday morningsm or 
evenings 1/14 – 9:30 a.m. – noon or 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. Student sup-
ply package for sale during 1st class.  To register, call 302-645-
4821; class size is limited to 10 students.  Course fee: $120.  Inter-
mediate Watercolor Classes also available for students with prior 
experience. 
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Do you know someone who might be a corporate 
sponsor?   What businesses do you frequent—there 
might be a corporate sponsorship for the asking—a 
beauty salon, mechanic shop, law firm, etc. 



The Judge’s Thoughts                                By Elizabeth Collard 
 

      As we start a New Year filled with upcoming exhibitions, it 
occurs to me that we might want to look at some of the things that 
we learned about and from our previous judges.  Without ques-
tion, they have been top notch.  We have repeatedly heard that 
they look for art work that is not only of high caliber, but also that 
it must be unique in its subject matter and perspective and really 
appeal or “speak to” the judges on an emotional level. 
     All of that is true and essential, but we must also create work 
that speaks to our inner selves as well.  It may not be the judge's 
favorite every time, but it must be ours.  We must be our own best 
judge and be honestly critical of our own creations so that we can 
improve our level of performance each time we work in our given 
medium. 
     Best wishes for a New Year filled with artistic discovery and 
excellence. 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Eric Miller   New6 & Sharon Chandler 
 

Pamela Boyd  Donald Wand  Nancy Barrett 
 

Steve Long 
 

THANKS TO ALL OUR RENEWING MEMBERS—
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED 

Paige Ruby, here with husband Steve, was the People’s Choice winner at the 
December exhibit “Best of the Best.”  Paige along with 19 other award win-
ning artists had their work on display. 

“Poured Paint” Watercolor Workshop with Nancy Mysak 
      
     A four-day workshop March 23-26 from 10am-4pm each day will 
be given by Nancy Mysak, a local representational watercolorist.  The 
workshop is for intermediate and advanced painters.  Fees are $160 
for members and $175 for non-members and are due upon registra-
tion. Call the Art League at 410-524-9433 to register. Participants 
provide their own lunch.  The pouring paint process is fun to learn 
and helps one think in a different way.   
     Nancy Mysak studied art at Virginia Commonwealth University 
and received her BS degree from Salisbury University in 1972.  Since 
that time she has studied with locally and nationally known artists.  In 
1992 Nancy received the Outstanding Arts Educator Award from the 
Maryland Alliance for Arts Education.  She is a signature member of 
the Baltimore Watercolor Society; a member of the Artists’ Co-op in 
Salisbury; and a member of the Talbot County Visual Arts Center in 
Easton.  Nancy has been juried into shows at the Ward Museum of 
Wildfowl Art, The Academy of the Arts in Easton, the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Watercolor Exhibition in Bethesda, the Michener Centen-
nial Art Show in Easton, and the Oxford Fine Arts Fair in Oxford, 
Maryland.  Her work has been shown at the Touchstone Gallery in 
Washington, D.C.   

Paige Ruby and her award winner 
“White Poppies” 

Paige Ruby won Best in Show award for the fall juried show , at 
Nassau Vineyards Winery, in Lewes, DE. With her "White Pop-
pies." The juror/judge was Jim Camann , from Pa. a working ex-
hibiting artist. She was thrilled with his comments about her work 
“it had all the key elements of composition, contrast, color, and 
sensitivity.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our ultimate goal is a new home—one where we can carry out 
our mission to its fullest—enriching life in the Ocean City 
area through the arts—classes, workshops, lectures, exhibits, 
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Jan.uary—ARTIST CHOICE 
Jan 3   Jan 30           Reception Sat. Jan  3 
 
February—LOVE IN BLOOM 
Feb 3  Feb 27                 Reception Feb. 6 
 
March—GUEST ARTIST 
Mar 3  Mar 27    Reception Mar 6 
 
BALANCE OF SCHEDULE WILL BE LISTED NEXT 
MONTH 

                   2009 Exhibit Schedule     ���#�������#�	����  

P. O. Box 3503 
Ocean City, MD  21843 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage PAID 
Permit NO. 18 
Ocean City, MD  21843 
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Nicholas Simmons gold medal winner “Tokyo 
Express” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALOC President Rina Thaler presents Joy Faulkner 
with the 2008 Volunteer of the Year Award .   
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