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Left to right: Nicole Maskell, Jan Bain, Marian Bickerstaff, Jamie Albright, Yumi Hogan, 
John Sisson, Rina Thaler, Emily Schwab, Debbi Dean-Colley and Mallory Hanback.

Maryland’s First 
Lady pays us a visit
     Yumi Hogan, wife of Governor 
Larry Hogan and a working art-
ist herself, visited the Arts Center 
on April 22. Mrs. Hogan works in        
abstract mixed media influenced by 
her childhood on a farm in Korea. 
(See her work at yumihogan.com) 
     A teacher at MICA, she was the 
honorary chair of last year’s Sand-
castle Home Tour and will repeat her 
role as chair in 2016. 
     Mrs. Hogan was impressed by the 
space, its location, the quality of the 
art and the educational programs. 

 Q & A
Debra Howard’s land-
scapes featured in May

2 days, 4 classes, only $100
Reserve your spot for Art Weekend, June 4 & 5! 

Paint a watercolor Make a clay fish plate

Make a glass coral bowl Paint an acrylic turtle

     Be inspired by our talented art instructors, and create 
four unique art pieces for $100. Classes are 10 a.m. - noon 
and  1 - 3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. For adults and 
teens 13 and up. All materials provided. Space is limited!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR ART WEEKEND

Q: How did you start making art? 
A. I began my journey as an artist when I was a child. I always 
had a sketchbook and paints and color pencils. My room was 
covered in bits of cut out images and scrapes of paper with ideas. 
In junior high I had a teacher who opened up the possibilities of 
art. She showed me it was more than just pretty pictures; it was 
fundamental to human communication and shared experience. 

Q: What is your medium and why/how do you work in it? 
A. I mostly work in oils because they are so luminous and versa-
tile. I can paint in clear washes, glazes, thick paint, wet on wet, 
textures…. the possibilities are endless. I continually experiment 
and refine my technique. I also use acrylics for my large abstract 
paintings. Painting is about solving a problem. My medium 
changes with the problem that needs to be solved.

Q: What themes do you explore in your art? 
A. Rhythms and patterns in nature. I’m intrigued by the organi-
zation of color in our world. I pay particular attention to negative 
space, the overlooked areas of a landscape.
     Continued on Page 7

TALK BY DEBRA HOWARD 
MAY 10 ~ 6-7:30 PM

http://www.yumihogan.com
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/ocean-city-md-arts-event/art-weekend-2-days-4-classes-100/
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A message from our Board President

MARiAN BicKERsTAff

A message from our Executive Director

RiNA THALER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016

Marian Bickerstaff, President

Emily Schwab, 1st Vice President

Katy Durham, 2nd Vice President

Rafael Correa, Treasurer

Nancy Fortney, Recording Secretary

Jamie Albright, Corresponding Secretary

Emmy Challenger
Jan Perdue
Judy Tremellen
Gayle Widdowson
Barbara Patrick
Velda Henry
Joseph Mitrecic
John Sisson

Volunteer Evelyn Hartman and board member
Velda Henry serve soup to hungry diners.

Soup dinner a tasty
event and big success
     More than 400 people attended the 
Empty Bowl Project soup dinner on March 
19 at the Arts Center, raising over $10,000 
to benefit the programs of two local non-
profits: Diakonia and the Art League of 
Ocean City.
     This was the biggest crowd ever in the 
history of the soup dinner, which is grow-
ing in popularity every year. 
     Local restaurants donated the soup, 
drinks, bread and desserts. Members of 
the community hand-crafted the ceramic 
bowls during January and February.
     The event was sponsored by First Shore 
Federal Bank. Thanks to all!

     Isn’t it great to again welcome spring – all 
the scents, happy colors, bustle of activity 
and best of all – the return of our “snowbird” 
friends! We are glad that you are back among 
us, and I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the May 6th opening reception.
     Last month we celebrated our Corporate 
Partners at the opening reception, and it was 

heartening to see all the framed membership certificates lined up in the 
downstairs classroom. Thanks to all of the businesses who support the Art 
League with monetary donations as well as in-kind gifts of labor, food, 
discounts and expertise. We ask our members to patronize our sponsors 
who are listed in this newsletter and on our website. 
     It was so interesting to read all the reasons why “Art Matters” on the 
coloring cards many of you sent in with donations to the annual fund. If 
ART MATTERS to you, take time to read a great article online at 
billmoyers.com titled “Why Art Matters – Even in Poverty” written by 
Alison Stine. She describes how living in poverty is being constantly 
creative to make things work and how it doesn’t cost anything to give a 
child the gift of creativity and imagination. Let’s keep on giving the gift!

     When I got the call that the First Lady of 
Maryland, Mrs. Yumi Hogan, would like to 
tour the Arts Center on her trip to Ocean City 
last week, I knew that we had finally achieved 
our goal of providing an art “destination” for 
the community. I had waited at least 15 years 
for that phone call to come!
     What made this visit even more special 
is that Mrs. Hogan is an accomplished artist 

herself and great advocate for the arts. It was a challenge in her short time 
here to tell her about all the Art League does both in the building and off-
site. She was interested in the great classes we offer, the opportunities for 
artists in our exhibits and studios, the innovative programs and events like 
Artists Paint OC and the Sand Castle Home Tour. She also learned how we 
engage people through events like the Empty Bowl Project, free Family Art 
Days and Play it Safe. What we do at the Ocean City Center for the Arts is 
so much more than making art; we are building community. 
     The moment Mrs. Hogan stepped out of her car, she started reading 
the pavers in our courtyard. She understood how much this Arts Center 
means to so many people. She took time to really look at all of the galleries 
and was so impressed with the quality of the artwork and the beauty of 
the space. She took her time, asked insightful questions about our 
programs and was delighted to learn about the many aspects of our reach.  
In fact, she enjoyed it so much that she stayed longer than scheduled and 
promised to return on her next visit. 
     Her visit and pleasure in what she experienced at the Ocean City 
Center for the the Arts validates the hard work of the volunteers, board 
and staff of the Art League of Ocean City. We should all be proud. 

http://billmoyers.com
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EXHiBiTiONs AT THE ARTs cENTERMay JuneOPENs fiRsT fRiDAY
MAY 6, 5-7 PM

OPENs fiRsT fRiDAY
JUNE 3, 5-7 PM

iN THE THALER GALLERY:
LANGUAGE Of cOLOR iN THE LANDscAPE

iN THE GALLERiA:
fATHER & sON

iN THE GALLERiA:
fOOD fOR THE sOUL GROUP sHOW

iN THE THALER GALLERY:
PHOTOGRAPHY & DiGiTAL MEDiA

sTUDiO E
Hannibal Lee

sPOTLiGHT
GALLERY

Betty Latourney
Mary Murphy

Suzanne Wilson

ARTisAN sHOWcAsE
Debbi Dean-Colley

sTUDiO E
Becky Simonds

sPOTLiGHT GALLERY
Susan Buyer

ARTisAN
sHOWcAsE

Bonnie
Preziosi

“Crop Circle”
Angela Herbert-Hodges

“Assateague Sunset”
Debra Howard

Christian Peterson Dean Peterson

Gregg Rosner

Chase Rosner
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Happenings at the Arts Center

Young artists at
our Cupcakes & 

Canvas class 
enjoyed sweet 

treats and made an 
owl painting.

Pictured: Landon 
Smith, James 

Smith and Abby 
Lancelogge.

Portrait painter Norman Johansen won Best in Show
at April’s juried show at the Arts Center.

Sip & Ceramics participants listen to Bill the Cheesemonger from Touch of Italy 
and enjoy wine and cheese before making olive trays in the pottery studio.

Our Corporate Partner Cynthia Malament 
from the Malament Law Firm displays the 
personalized artwork she received in honor of 
her contribution.

The youth anime show at the Arts Center in 
April brought out students in cosplay costumes: 

Left to right: Alex Schachter, Jaiden Denk, 
Brooks Travers,Eddie Aksu and Serap Aksu 
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BROWN BOX
THEATRE is BAcK 
WiTH 
BRiLLiANT TRAcEs
A gripping drama set in the 
Alaskan wilderness. Directed 
by Kyler Taustin.

JUNE 18-20, 2016
Showtimes 8 pm
Door opens 7 pm

cLicK HERE 
fOR TicKETs

Coming up at the Arts Center

                  Visit 100 artists as they 
                  display their artwork 
                  around a picturesque 
                  lagoon at 125th St. bayside.
Listen to the sounds of lively music 
and enjoy lunch at the Artists’ Cafe. 
Beer/wine available for purchase. 
FREE art activities for the children.

fREE!
JUNE 25-26
9 AM - 5 PM
NORTHsiDE PARK

Upcoming exhibition
opportunities for artists
cLicK HERE TO sEE A fULL scHEDULE
AND ENTRY fEEs AND REqUiREMENTs

Intake: Sundays 2-4 pm, Mondays 10am-noon
 

DUE MAY 29-30:
Photography and digital media

DUE JUNE 26-27:
2D and 3D work in all media for Beverly
Bassford Memorial Show — juried

PAiNT PLEiN AiR:
Event begins August 11, Wet Paint Sale on
August 13. Registration is open NOW.

DUE AUGUsT 28-29:
Artist’s Choice — 2D and 3D work, all media

DUE OcTOBER 2-3:
Abstract Show in 2D and 3D — all media

DUE OcTOBER 30-31
Members Only Show in 2D and 3D — all 
media (limit one entry per artist)

Plant a Community Garden 
        June 18, 10 a.m. - noon

     For the culmination of 
Family Art Days, we now 
will actually plant a garden 
in front of the Arts Center.
    Our free open house will 
begin with a short video 
about monarch butterflies. 
Then we will gather outside 
for a ribbon cutting/dedica-
tion and make-and-take art 
stations for kids and refresh-
ments. The Lower Shore 
Land Trust will be on hand.
     Support comes from the 
Town of Ocean City, the 
Lower Shore Land Trust and 
PNC Bank.

May’s Food for the Soul
show inspired by local cuisine

     Hungry for art? The 
Hotel-Motel-Restaurant 
Association of Ocean City is 
adding a new appetizer to 
May’s group show opening 
on First Friday, May 6 from 
5-7 p.m. Nine local restau-
rants invited artists to come 
in, sample their cuisine and 
then create a piece of art 
based on their experience. 
What these artists created 
will be on display along 
with the group show in May, 

and the HMRA is providing cash prizes to the artists.
     The participating restaurants are Sello’s, Dunes Manor: 
The Victorian Rooms, Longboard Cafe, Touch of Italy, 
Culture, The Shark, the Ocean City Fish Company, BJ’s on 
the Water and The Hobbit. 
     Art never tasted so good!

https://brownbox.tixato.com/buy
https://brownbox.tixato.com/buy
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/ocean-city-md-art-exhibits/call-for-entries/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/ocean-city-md-art-exhibits/call-for-entries/
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Who’s Who
AT THE ART LEAGUE ~
NicOLE MAsKELL

     Office manager Nicole Maskell comes from the Middle 
River area in Baltimore County. Since her husband, Dan, 
could work from home and her sons were attending 
Salisbury University, the family decided to move to the 
Eastern Shore. Nicole soon joined the Art League.
     When Rina Thaler sent out a email looking for an office 
manager, Nicole answered right away. She has been in the 
position for six months and has a passion for making the 
Art League more efficient and expanding class options. 
There are now seven paid employees and over 300 vol-
unteers to coordinate. She enjoys working with the staff, 
board, and fellow artists. “They are truly caring; everyone 
has the same goal,” she says.
     With 50,000 visitors since the new building opened 
in 2013 and 2,100 children and adults taking classes, the 
Art League stresses customer service and community 
outreach. “Jan Bain’s outreach program and Debbi Dean- 
Colley’s multi-media art have brought community aware-
ness and increased class attendance,” Nicole says.
     In college, Nicole was an art history major, then 
switched to business administration. Her first “art” job 
was with the Museum of Industry in Baltimore where she 
coordinated events, gave tours and participated in mari-
time education. She went on to work for a Pay Pal com-
pany and was an administrator at a private high school.  
     Nicole owns a business called Sweetie Beads LLC and 
is a jewelry artist and graphic designer with a website — 
sweetiebeads.com — and an Etsy Shop. She displays her 
work at the Art League and teaches classes in beading 
and jewelry making. Her family travels to soccer competi-
tions and enjoys trying new restaurants. As Nicole says, 
“All our fun time is either artsy or sportsy.”

Art League 
office manager 
Nicole Maskell 
and her 9-year-
old daughter, 
Sophie, display 
some of her 
jewelry when 
Nicole was 
Artisan-In-
Residence in 
February.

Volunteer sPOTLiGHT

     From employee to board 
member to volunteer, Kim 
Wagner has been a jack of all 
trades at the Art League. 
     Wagner started as a week-
end front desk receptionist 
for a short period before 
becoming a member of the 
Board of Directors for nine 
years. She has retired from the 
board, but continues donating 
her time as volunteer. 
     Wagner volunteers in many 
areas including decorating the 
Arts Center during the holidays, The Empty Bowl Project, 
hostessing artists during the Plein Air event, managing 
coordinators for the Sand Castle Home Tour, and the event 
she is most passionate about - Play It Safe! T-shirt tie-dying.
     Every June thousands of high school graduates descend 
on Ocean City during “Senior Weeks.” Play It Safe! is an 
effort by the Town of Ocean City and local businesses to 
keep the grads engaged in safe activities without the use 
of drugs and alcohol. For five years, Wagner has helped 
lead the Arts Center and the more than 300 grads for T-
shirt tie-dying, one of the most popular activities of the 
Play It Safe! events and a great community service project.
     Wagner has watched the event evolve over the years, 
and she is always coming up with ways to make it more 
enjoyable for both the graduates and the volunteers. 
      “For volunteers interested in participating in an event 
at the Arts Center, it’s a fun, easy and worthwhile project, 
and they will feel good about helping the Art League, the 
Town, and the kids,” Wagner says. 
     The Art League values all of our volunteers, who are 
crucial to the function of 
our organization. If 
you are interested in 
volunteering, please 
contact Mallory at
Mallory@artleagueof
oceancity.org or call 
410-524-9433.

KiM WAGNER

PLAY iT sAfE!
T-sHiRT TiE DYiNG

sENiOR WEEKs
sATURDAYs:
JUNE 4 & 11
AT THE
ARTs cENTER
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Be a member! THANK YOU TO NEW & RENEWiNG
MEMBERs fOR MARcH & APRiL 2016

Looking for art nearby?
Go to eatdrinkbuyart.com
     Eat.Drink.Buy Art is a tourism network 
of 18 communities on Maryland’s East-
ern Shore and in Delaware. The website, 
monthly email newsletter, phone app, 
Twitter and Facebook news feeds point art 
lovers in the right direction to local artists, 
art venues, restaurants and events in these 
participating communities. 
     The towns and artists are also featured 
monthly on the Delmarva Almanac, 
a weekly radio show on Delmarva Public 
Radio WSDL 90.7fm and WSCL 89.5fm.  
     The Art League of Ocean City is an 
active member! 

JOiN OR
RENEW 
BY
JUNE 30
AND BE
ENTERED 
TO WiN
THis 
PAiNTiNG!

     We’ve extended the time to join or 
renew your membership and be entered 
to win this Sumi painting on rice paper by 
Baltimore artist Joan Lok.
      Members receive a discount on all 
purchases at the Arts Center, including art, 
the gift shop and class fees, and notified of 
openings and events. Tax-deductible mem-
berships for individuals, students, seniors 
and families start at $25 per year. Corpo-
rate memberships are also available. 

cLicK HERE fOR A NEW OR
RENEWiNG MEMBERsHiP

You don’t need to be an artist 
to join the Art League

Junis Adkins
Jamie Albright
Mitzi Ash
Jim Barry
Roberta Bass
Michelle Ben
Nadine Berkowsky
Kim Beynon
Christine Bishop
Kathy Bohs
Diane Bossle
Brigitte Bowden
Dawn Brandstrom
Patti Brestel
Pam Brodine
Susan Burch
Suzanne Burdette
Wendy Chappell
Donald Cheeseman
Rick Cheetham
Tom Clarke
Betty Cohen
Stephanie Cohen
Elizabeth Collard
Kathleen Cox
Rosie Crosby
Sarah Crosby
Amy Curry
Abbi Custis
Deborah Dean-Colley
Sue Dennis
Juanita Drury
Patricia Dubroof
Edward East
Robin Evans
Charles Ewers
Melvin Felber D.D.S
Nancy Flack
Ann Folliard
Betty Ford
Myraim Fregeau
Pat Fuller

Kenneth Fullerton
Ilene Gast
Maria Gayhart
Frank Giglio
Mark Giler
Bob Gizinski
Elizabeth Griffin
Jeff Grill
Barbara Harris
Richard Hill
Merilee Horvat
Gemma  Hoskins
Katrin Huber
Karen Hunter
Diane Hurwitz-Specht
Ethel Jacobs
Norman Johansen
Pegi Johnson
Darlene Jones
Mary Judy
Bonnie Kaplan
Lori Kasamatsu
Laura Kelley
Elizabeth Kilroy
Norma Lasher
Merrellee Leppin
Leslie Lesko
Barbara Loffler
Sandra Lord
Connie Matricardi
Jayne Matricardi-Burke
Mary Matthes
Maureen Mayer-Sangster
Cathy Moravec
Paula Morris
Peg Morton
Joan ODay
Geri Olson
Janet Payot
Uriah Pennington
Kris Phebus

Mary Pickett
Jessica Protasio
Dell Purrell
Pauline Rakis
Ann Rehmert
Tom Rigdon
Susan Rosen
Paige Ruby
Nick Ruggieri
John Schisler
Maureen Schroeder-Alewine
Ellie Scott
Richard Segars
Barbara Shade
David Simpson
Theresa Skepton
Judith Slaughter
Alexis Smith
Cindy Smith
Lee Smith
Lori Smyth
Susan Spencer
Steve Stein
Betsey Stevenson
Thomas Strah
Catherine Stuart
Judy Stuhl
Maya Sunn
Clytie Taylor
Ann Terrell
Janet Trimper
Margery Violetta
Bette Wade
Mark Warrington
Heidi Wetzel
Suzanne Wilson
Lois Winkler
Carol Zajano
Don Zero
Robin Zimmerman

Q: Who or what has inspired your art? 
A. During the summer before art school, I traveled through Europe with six other 
artists. I spent everyday studying the art of western civilization. This documentation 
of the human struggle and experience, the making of something beautiful for the 
sake of beauty… I knew then that I wanted to be a part of this thing called “art”. 

Q: What is the best piece of advice you’ve been given? 
A. Being an artist is a calling, something you MUST do. There are certainly more    
stable ways of making a living, but none that are as satisfying to me. The advice I 
carry with me is to paint everyday, work hard at it, be disciplined and never do a 
painting that doesn’t interest you. If you aren’t interested, no one else be will either.

Q: Why does art matter to you? 
A. Art allows me to share my world and thoughts with others in a way that is deeper 
than what I can say with words. When I see something beautiful or visually interest-
ing, I feel compelled to document it, not just for myself but for others to experience. 
Creating art keeps me grounded.

Q&A: Debra Howard from Page 1

ARTIST TALK TUESDAY, MAY 10 - 6-7:30 PM

http://eatdrinkbuyart.com/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/membership/benefits-of-membership/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/membership/benefits-of-membership/
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502 94th St bayside
Ocean City, MD 21842

410-524-9433
artleagueofoceancity.org
Open Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm

Sat-Sun 11am-4pm

THANK YOU TO
OUR DONORs fOR
MARcH-APRiL 2016

THANK YOU TO
OUR cORPORATE PARTNERs

(PLEAsE sUPPORT THEM!)

RENOiR
Atlantic Planning Development
     and Design
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau 
   Hotel
Donaway Furniture
Sello’s
Sunsations

MONET
Commander Hotel
Cynthia B. Malament, P.A.

cEZANNE
Berlin Interventional Pain
     Management
Community Foundation of
     the Eastern Shore
Delmarva Power
Glitter & Gold
Kokkinos Jewelers
Mancini’s
Ocean City Elks Lodge #2645
Tyler & Company, PA

GAUGUiN
Albright’s Associates LLP
Atlantic Dental Cosmetic
     & Family Dentistry
Kay Ayres Interior Design
Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy
     & Almand
Bank of Delmarva
Bank of Ocean City
Bayside Skillet
BJ’s on the Water
Bonfire Restaurant
Candy Kitchen Shoppes
Cayman Suites
Comcast Spotlight
Katy Durham and
     Rick Meehan
Sandra R. Esham and
     Robert Esham, DDS

GAUGuiN
Fagers Island Ltd
The Framing Corner
Russell T. Hammond
Surveying, LLC
Harrison Group
Heritage Financial Consultants
Insurance Management Group
Old Pro Golf
Mann Properties, Inc.
Planet Maze-Lasertron
Princess Royale Oceanfront Hotel
Robin Walter Day Spa
Sea Quest Fashions
Tow Boat US Ocean City
Trattoria Lombardi’s
Sonia Vargas and Larry McDaniel

fRiENDs iN-KiND
Chesapeake Landscaping
Clean Team Janitorial
D3Corp.
East Coast Property Management

APRiL
REcEPTiON fOOD &
BEVERAGE DONOR
Bourbon Street on the Beach

REciPROcAL MEMBERs
Ocean City Development Corp.
Hotel Motel Restaurant Association

cLicK HERE TO sEcURELY
DONATE ON-LiNE

MONETARY
Junis Adkins
Community Foundation 
   of the Eastern Shore
   in honor of Jan Bain
Melvin & Bette Ann Felber
Ronda Hager
HMRA
Phyllis Jaffe

iN-KiND
Sandy O’Ferrall
Shoreline Technologies

EMPTY BOWL
A Little Bit Sheepish
An Alternative Touch 
Jeff Auxer
Baked Desserts 
Holden Becker
Kathy Bohs
Berlin Coffee
Bombshell Boutique 
Bruder Hill 
Bungalow Love 
Burley Oak 
Buxy’s Salty Dog
Candy Kitchen
Crabcake Factory 
Dazzle 
Dirty Harry’s 
   Restaurant
Dough Roller 
   Restuarants 
Dunes Manor
Embers
Erik Hertz
Fager’s Island
Float-ors Gift Card 
Francis Scott Key 
Sandy Glassman
Go Organic
Happy Jacks 
Harrison Group 
JJ Fish 
Jolly Rogers 
Ken’s Bayside 
La Quinta 
Lemek, LLC dba 

   Panera Bread
Lighthouse Sound
Liquid Assets
Main Street Sweets
Md State Fire Association 
Mio Fratello’s 
Mother’s Cantina
Nest
Oh My Hair 
On What Grounds 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures 
Phillips Seafood
Planet Maze 
Princess Royale 
Reel Inn 
Ripley’s Believe it or Not!
Robin Walters Day Spa
Rooster’s Nest 
Seacrets
Sello’s Italian Oven 
   and Bar
Sheppard Realty 
Sunset Grille
Sweetie Beads LLC
Taylor Bank
The Original Greene Turtle
Touch of Italy 
Toy Town Antiques
Treasure Chest
Uncle John’s Soap 
Victorian Charm 
WOC 

Melvin and Bette Ann 
Felber donated $1,000 
so their grandsons, 
Edward and Noah,
could experience art. 

http://artleagueofoceancity.org/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/donate-ocean-city-md-arts/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/donate-ocean-city-md-arts/

