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Alison Menke paints “plein air” at the West Ocean City 
harbor in August 2015.

August is plein air time!

Creative out-of-school fun! Summer art camp ages 6-14

“Artists Paint OC” Schedule of Events
THURSDAY - SATURDAY AUGUST 11 - 13
Watch 50 artists paint our scenic outdoors throughout
Ocean City and northern Worcester County. Check our 
Facebook page for artist updates.

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 13 ~ 6 - 8 P.M.
Wet Paint Sale at the Arts Center: Artists hang their work 
for judging and prizes. Join us for a public reception and 
an opportunity to purchase the art, meet the artists and 
enjoy complementary refreshments.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14  ~ 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.
Art on steroids! Quick Draw competition on the Board-
walk at S. Division St. Judging at 11 a.m. Off-the-easel 
art sale 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

     Sponsored by the Art League of Ocean City, this camp will offer a 
daily variety of art activities — drawing, painting, pottery, sculpting,  
jewelry-making, mixed media and time for individual expression — led 
by experienced teachers and professional artists. Children must be enter-
ing the First Grade in Fall 2016. Includes T-shirt, photo, certificate of 
completion, reception for parents/friends on Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.
     The cost is $150 for Ocean City residents, $170 for non-residents. 25% 
non-refundable deposit with balance due on first day of camp. 

To register please visit http://ococean.com/things-to-do/recreational/camps/ 
Or call Ocean City Parks & Recreation at 410-250-0125

     They’ll never be bored at our Summer 
Art Adventure Camp, held at the Ocean 
City Center for the Arts in cooperation 
with Ocean City Recreation & Parks Dept.
     We offer four sessions, each running 
Monday-Thursday from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Section A: July 11-14    
Section B: July 18-21
Section C: July 25-28
Section D: August 1-4

http://ococean.com/things-to-do/recreational/camps/
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A message from our Board President

mAriAn bickerSTAff

A message from our Executive Director

rinA THALer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016

Marian Bickerstaff, President

Emily Schwab, 1st Vice President

Katy Durham, 2nd Vice President

Rafael Correa, Treasurer

Nancy Fortney, Recording Secretary

Jamie Albright, Corresponding Secretary

Emmy Challenger
Jan Perdue
Judy Tremellen
Gayle Widdowson
Barbara Patrick
Velda Henry
Joseph Mitrecic
John Sisson

     
     It is great to see all the exciting things happening at the Ocean City Center for the Arts, now 
home to a new butterfly garden to welcome visitors to our Legacy Paver courtyard. 
     Although visitors to the beach community are encouraged to “leave only your footprints”, 
you have the opportunity to leave more than that behind with the purchase of a courtyard 
paver. You can personalize a brick with your favorite saying, leave a tribute to a special person 
in your life or as a memorial to someone you have lost. I hope you will join many of our mem-
bers who have already done so. I recently enjoyed personal pleasure in showing my grandkids 
their bricks.

     I am happy to announce that new board member, John Sisson, has taken on the challenging position of chairing the 
Resource Development Committee. John is personally motivated to promote our paver program and will be happy to ar-
range for a speaker for other organizations about Legacy Pavers and to introduce the many and varied programs, classes 
and events offered by the Art League of Ocean City.
     As summer business is now in full swing, many of our Corporate Partners have renewed their membership and we 
are happy to welcome Macky’s as our first Picasso level partner! We are grateful for the generous support of our busi-
ness community through corporate partnerships, event sponsorships, in-kind and personal donations. We will continue 
to make them proud as we strive for excellence as a 501(c)3 non-profit and ask our members to support these gracious 
partners!
     Before we know it, summer will be gone and we will be looking forward to the Sand Castle “Rock the Kasbah” cocktail 
party on September 14th and the Sand Castle Home Tour on September 22-23. Get your tickets early for these two 
fabulous events!!

     Over the next 90 days, we will be welcoming 160 children to art adventure camp, bringing 
50 artists here to paint outdoors in our “Artists Paint O.C.” plein air painting event, and host-
ing 1,000 people for the 12th annual Sand Castle Home tour. 
     These three events are so diverse, yet they demonstrate the unifying power of art, and how 
many people the Art League impacts. 
     Beginning July 11, kids ages 6-14 will enjoy the 
four weekly sessions of “art adventure camp” 

where they will paint, sculpt, draw, collage, create and have fun! It is so grati-
fying to watch the campers express themselves with such joy. Now in its 6th 
year, the camp is a collaboration with the Town of Ocean City. 
     It is particularly gratifying to see children return year after year, and to 
hear from them how much they look forward to coming back each year. 
     No sooner does camp wind up, then we are immersed in creating art in 
the moment, as artists literally take to the streets to capture the local flavor of 
our area in their paintings. “Artist Paint O.C.”  draws artists from six states 
to Ocean City, who collectively they will create hundreds of works of original 
art. The weekend highlights will be:  the “wet paint sale” at the Art Center 
on Saturday, August 13, and the “quick draw” competition on Sunday,
August 14. 
     Finally, our Sand Castle home tour will involve almost 300 volunteers
and 1,000 guests on this two day self-guided tour of ten fabulous homes. 
The home tour has introduced thousands of people to our organization over 
the years, and brought us new audiences, who in turn continue to enjoy all 
that the Art League of Ocean City offers. 
   There is truly something for everyone here at the Ocean City Center for 
the Arts! I look forward to seeing you all here this summer.
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eXHibiTiOnS AT THe ArTS cenTerJuly AugustOPenS firST friDAY
JULY 1, 5-7 Pm

OPenS firST friDAY
AUGUST 5, 5-7 Pm

in THe GALLeriA THrU AUGUST 12:
STAn SPerLAk

in THe THALer GALLerY:
JOHn DAViS HeLD

in THe THALer GALLerY:
beVerLY bASSfOrD JUrieD SHOW

in THe GALLeriA:
PLein Air WeT PAinT SALe

SATUrDAY,  AUGUST 13, 6-8 P.m. 
PLein Air eXHibiT THrU AUGUST 31

STUDiO e
Darlene
Jones

SPOTLiGHT GALLerY
Ashley Brown

ArTiSAn 
SHOWcASe

Laura
Ellison

STUDiO e
A Week in the 
Life of Ocean City

SPOTLiGHT GALLerY
Brigette Bowden

ArTiSAn
SHOWcASe

Marge
Bradach

“Blackbird Rain” from “The Coasts and Marsh in Pastel” Show 
by Stan Sperlak. 

beVerLY bASSfOrD
beST in SHOW 2015

Megan Burak

“Sunswept” 
from the 
“Studies in Light” 
Show  by 
John Davis Held
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Happenings at the Arts Center
An enthusiastic crowd 
gathered on Saturday, 
June 18 for the ribbon 

cutting of the communi-
ty garden in front of the 

Ocean City Center for 
the Arts. (Pictured back 
row) Worcester County 
Commissioner and Art 
League board member 

Joe Mitrecic, Art League 
board member Emily 
Schwab, Ocean City 

Chamber ambassador 
Brian Shane, Maryland 

State Senator Jim 
Mathias, Art League 
board member Barbara Patrick, Susan Petitio of Ocean City Recreation & Parks, Amy Phillips of PNC Bank, Executive Director of 

the Lower Shore Land Trust Kate Patton, and Art League board member John Sisson. (Front row) A group of the children who
participated in the event and Executive Director of the Ocean City Center for the Arts Rina Thaler.
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The Art League scholarships 
for 2016 have been awarded! 
Left to right: Judy Tremellen 
of the Art League; winners 
(all from Stephen Deca-
tur High School) Marley 
Parsons, Ellen Bargar and 
Rachel Thomas; Lyn Burr 
of the Art League, and B.J. 
Summers of the CFES. Not 
shown: scholarship winner 
Rachel Eure from Snow Hill
High School.

During the annual Ocean City Play It Safe event, 
high school students created tie-dyed T-shirts at 
the Ocean City Center for the Arts, sponsored by 
the Art League of Ocean City. Left to right: Rina 
Thaler, Jim and Kim Wagner, Al “Hondo” Handy.

Debra Howard, May’s featured artist, gave a gallery talk on May 10 about her 
artist-in-residency time on Tangier Island. The island’s unique scenery and 
lifestyle were inspirations for her paintings. 
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Coming up at the Arts Center
Upcoming exhibition
opportunities for artists

cLick Here TO See A fULL ScHeDULe
AnD enTrY feeS AnD reqUiremenTS

Intake: Sundays 2-4 pm, Mondays 10am-noon
 

DUe JULY 31 - AUGUST 1:
Photography for “Week in the Life of OC”

DUe AUGUST 28-29:
Artist’s Choice — 2D and 3D work, all media

DUe OcTOber 2-3:
Abstract Show in 2D and 3D — all media

DUe OcTOber 30-31
Members Only Show in 2D and 3D — all 
media (limit one entry per artist)

A new event!
“A Week in the Life of OC”
Photography Contest 

The best photos will be displayed at the Ocean 
City Center for the Arts during August with 
a First Friday art opening on August 5

cOnTeST  rULeS
-  All photos must be taken the week of July 10 thru 16,  
 2016 and within the town limits of Ocean City, Md.
-  Maximum two entries per artist. Photos only.
- Photos are submitted at the Arts Center on Sunday,   
 July 31, 2-4 p.m. or Monday, Aug. 1, 10 a.m.-noon.
-  Entries must be framed and ready to hang.
 - Maximum size of outer edge of frame: 11x17-inches. 
-  This is a juried show. All entries will be on display   
 opening night, First Friday, August 5, 5-7 p.m. and   
 throughout that weekend. Juror will select the best   
 photos submitted for display in Studio E throughout   
 the month of August.
-  Non-refundable entry fees (per entry): 
 $10 for Art League members; 
 $15 for non-members.
-  All artists selected for the juried show must submit
  a high-resolution digital image of their accepted
  entry(s) by August 15, 2016.

* Photographers agree submitted work may be used by the Town 
of Ocean City (which is donating prize money) and the Art 
League of Ocean City for publicity purposes.

Take photos of your artistic views of 
Ocean City the week of July 10 - 16, 
and enter to win cash prizes

Paint an art door; win some $$$
Call for Entries
     The Maryland Association of Realtors is looking for 
three designs with a theme of “Discovering Maryland,” 
each to be painted on a door measuring 32x80”. (Doors 
will be provided.) Put your thinking caps on, come up 
with a creative idea, and you could win $100, $50 or $25.
     Here is the 2016 schedule of events:
-  July 13 - Deadline to submit your proposal to the Art   
 League of Ocean City.
- July 15 - Artists notified if their drawing is selected.
-  July 20 - Artists will pick up their door and create   
 their artwork.
- September 2 - Doors will be dropped off.
- September 12-14 - Artwork will be displayed at the   
 MAR Conference in Ocean City.
     To enter: Email a jpeg file of your design to katie@
artleagueofoceancity.org with the subject line “Discover 
Maryland.” Artists must be at least 16 years old. Please 
include your name, phone, and description of concept. 
Or submit in person at the Ocean City Center for the Arts
on 9th St. bayside.

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/ocean-city-md-art-exhibits/call-for-entries/


Who’s Who
 keVin fiTZGerALD

     Kevin Fitzgerald, oil painter of beautiful landscapes, was 
born in Washington, D.C. and earned a Master’s Degree in Fine 
Arts from George Washington University. During this time he 
outfitted an old 54-ft. Baltimore tour boat, a catamaran that he 
used as a studio, painting as he sailed along the Patuxent River. 
In his twenties, he was hired by the sculptor, Korczak Zi-
olkowski, and had the privilege of working on the Crazy Horse 
Memorial, the South Dakota monument dedicated to honoring 
the culture of Native Americans.   
     In the 1980s, and longing for rural life, Fitzgerald moved to 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. For 14 years he worked at a profes-
sion he loved, teaching art and painting at Parkside High School 
in Salisbury and at Berlin Middle School. At Worcester Career 
Center in Newark, he developed programs in graphic arts and 
advertising for students from three high schools. Fitzgerald 
started the Art History program at Wor-Wic Community College 
and was on the adjunct faculty at Salisbury University, teaching 
design and painting.
     Kevin and his wife, Wendy, live in Berlin where they raised 
their four children. His studio is a 120 ft. solar-powered building 
in Newark that once was a factory for making baskets.
He shares studio space there with several other artists and 
sometimes there is space available. “We are a sort of commu-
nity,” says Kevin, “often critiquing each other’s work.” 
     Using a variety of surfaces, Kevin often begins his paintings 
with an earth colored ground. He says he tries to find unity in 
the landscape that he strives to put in his paintings. He finds 
inspiration from a wide range artists, from Titian to Turner, and 
enjoys the rich surfaces of the works of John Singer Sargent and 
Edward Hopper .
     Currently, Kevin is experimenting with a printing process, 
using contractors’ tools and building board, applying paint, and 
producing an image on canvas or paper. Sometimes he leaves 
his paintings outside, exposing them to the weather to produce 
a certain effect. 
     Kevin Fitzgerald’s art can be seen in galleries in South Nor-
walk, Ct.; Nantucket, Ma.; Alexandria, Va.; Charleston, S.C.; An-
napolis; Easton; and at his Long Branch Studio in Newark, Md.

Call for Volunteers
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FITZGERALD IS TEACHING A PAINTING CLASS
AT THE OCEAN CITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS
ON FRI/SAT, JULY 29-30 FROM 10 A.M. - 3 P.M.
Click here for more information
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We neeD VOLUnTeerS fOr THe “ArTiSTS PAinT Oc”
PLein Air eVenT AnD WeT PAinT SALe
AUGUST 11 - 14
     Artists will take to the boardwalk, streets, harbors, bay and 
marshes to participate. “En plein air” means “in the open air”  
and is the technique of painting outdoors, directly from life. 
     Come and be apart of our Plein Air event.Various ways to 
volunteer include: publicity distribution, registration, quick draw 
competition, and the artists’ dinner.

We neeD VOLUnTeer DOcenTS fOr 
THe SAnD cASTLe HOme TOUr
THUrSDAY & friDAY, SePTember 22 & 23
     It is time to sign up to be a docent at this year’s Sand Castle 
Home Tour. There will be two shifts per day. Morning shift is 
from 9 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., and afternoon shift is from 12:30 p.m. to 
4 p.m. All shifts have a limited number of spots available; there-
fore sign-up will be on a first come, first serve basis.
     If you are part of a group or organization that has volunteered 
in the past, please reach out to your group leader to confirm that 
he or she has all of your information and you on the group list. 
Although you have received the email invite, you will NOT need 
to sign up as an individual if you are part of a group.

if YOU cAn HeLP US, PLeASe cALL THe ArTS cenTer
AT 410-524-9433

by Stasia Heubeck

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/classes-summer-2016.pdf
www.artleagueofoceancity.org
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THAnk YOU TO neW & reneWinG
memberS fOr mAY & JUne 2016

Joanna Abercrombie
Carolyn Allen
Beth Anderson
Beverly Andrion
Kenneth Arni
Ann Augustine
Irene Averitte
Bob Balestri
Judy Benjamin
Patricia Bielecki
Michael Boivin
Ellen Brown
Mary Byrd
Deanna Campbell
Fernanda Casaccio
Marie Cavallaro
Diana Cavey
Greg Challenger
Donna Chaplinski
William Cioccio
Grayce Cohen
Ed Crawford
Jeanne Danek
Dennis Dare
Mary Davis
Julie DeCesaris
Michel Demanche
Marjorie Dietz
Michelle Donovan
Tim Doyle
Edward Eckert
Laura Era
Fran Farahi
Lynn Farina
Anita Fernekes
Barbara Fink
Donna Finley
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Carl Forsberg
Cindy Fox
Jeff Freeze
Lenora Gentry
Vera Gerovac
Alyssa Gibson
Christine Glick
Morgan Golladay

Meet 
John Davis Held,
our August artist

Q: How did you start making art? 
A. My wife, Kirsten. recently pointed out a picture of 
me as an extremely happy three-year-old child in an old 
family album. I am standing, brush in hand, at a small 
artist easel with a Christmas tree in the background. 
Kirsten speculates that the gift of the artist easel hap-
pened soon after I had decided to use the walls of our 
apartment to paint some impromptu — and much 
unappreciated — frescoes.

Q: What is your medium and why/how do you work in 
it? 
A. I use pastels for the absolutely gorgeous pure pig-
ments of the medium. I use oil paint for the ability to 
glaze many transparent layers in these pieces. Recently, I 
have developed my own archival gessos for oil painting 
and pastel grounds for my work to give my pieces the 
best possible foundation to work on.  

Q: What themes do you explore in your art? 
A. It’s all about the light. Whether I am painting a large 
sky or a small still life, I know I have something when 
some unusual and unexpected light shows up in the 
piece.

Q: Who or what has inspired your art? 
A. There are pieces of art that just capture you. Look-
ing at these pieces is like drinking a really great glass 
of wine—only infinitely better. Although I grew up in a 
small town, my parents took me to see much of the fine 
art that New York City has to offer. After 
college, I traveled around Europe visiting as much 
artwork as my few dollars would take me to. During this 
trip I saw a 400-year-old portrait of Cardinal Richelieu in 
Paris that looked more real than a photograph; a woman 
kiss a Van Gogh painting in Amsterdam  (she was 
promptly escorted out!); some new dance steps taught 
to me by the security guards from the National Gallery 
in London after plying me with many beers at their local 
pub. And more!

Q: What is the best piece of advice you’ve been given? 
A. I believe in listening to my wife. I am a happily mar-
ried man!

Q: Why does art matter to you? 
A. A really well done piece of art strikes a chord in us 
like nothing else does. I don’t have words for this. I 
consider doing art to be a spiritual practice. It is a way to 
move through time at a slightly different pace. It is a way 
to prove to myself that there is more to us than we know.
 

 Q & A Janice Green
Sandra Grzybowski
Adele Haas
Robin Harrison
Ruth Haynes
Susan Herbst
Stasia Heubeck
Christine Hinchliffe
Marcia Hirsch
Priscilla Hubley
John Iampieri
Judith Jameson
Norma Johnson
Kristin Joson
George Kalwa
Susan Karp
Jennifer Kazemzadeh
Prudence Keffer
Mary Knight
Santa Kvech
Matthew Lasik
Tyler Layton
Molly LeFaive
Doris Leisawitz
Leslie Lesko
Linda Linebaugh
Kate Long
Paulette Mari
Diana Marta
Lori Martin
Christine Maule
Janet McCabe
Maureen McDonough
Debra Ann Meinhardt
Ruth Ann Mekitarian
Pilar Micheli
Louanne Moberly
Susan Molz
Phyllis Mosmiller
Dawn Muller
Amanda Nolen
Paula Ott
Barbara Patrick
Penny Penello
Madelyn Pettolina
Nancy Ponton

Irene Raber
Jean Radeackar
Angela Reynolds
Lisa Roedel
Robert Rose
Elaine Rothwell
Dave Ryan
Anne Sampson
Maggii Sarfaty
Fran Saunders
Nancy Scarborough
Ann Schaefer
Nancy Schiffman
Stephanie Schmidt
Linda Schneider
Valerie Schulte
Roger Schwarz
Joseph Scukanec Jr.
Susi Seeds
Karen Settlemyer
Dale Sheldon
Rebekah Simonds
Barbra Skarzynski
Olivia Smith
Florence Sokol
Amanda Sokolski
Patrici  Stonesifer
Cheryl Taustin
Clytie Taylor
Jan Tellman
Brandy Terrill
Annabelle Thurlow
Dot Truitt
Peggy Warfield
Sydney Waters
Andrea Weckstein
Patricia Weekley
Keeley West
Maureen Wheatley
Nadine Wieder
Beverly Wisch
Renee Wooding
Vivian Worch
Joan Worrall
Gail Wynn
Judith Yolles
Dennis Young

And the winner is ... Leland Otto!

Joan Lok

     Congratulations to Leland Otto who 
won this Sumi-style original painting by 
artist Joan Lok. Otto was entered into the 
drawing when he became a member of 
the Art League of Ocean City.
     Thank you to all the members who 
joined us. We had 498 new and renewing 
members in the first six months of 2016, 
who will now enjoy discounts at the Arts 
Center on classes and purchases, plus 
personal notification of events.
     You, too, can be a member of the Art 
League and enjoy its privileges. Just go  
to artleagueofocean.city.org to join.

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


502 94th St bayside
Ocean City, MD 21842

410-524-9433
artleagueofoceancity.org
Open Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm

Sat-Sun 11am-4pm

THAnk YOU TO
OUr DOnOrS fOr
mAY & JUne 2016

THAnk YOU TO
OUr cOrPOrATe PArTnerS

(PLeASe SUPPOrT THem!)

PicASSO
Macky’s Bayside Bar & Grill

renOir
Atlantic Planning Development
     and Design
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau 
   Hotel
Donaway Furniture
Sello’s Italian Oven & Bar
Sunsations

mOneT
Commander Hotel
Cynthia B. Malament, P.A.

ceZAnne
Berlin Interventional Pain
     Management
Community Foundation of
     the Eastern Shore
Delaware Elevator
Delmarva Power
Glitter & Gold
Kokkinos Jewelers
Mancini’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
Ocean City Elks Lodge #2645
Sea Quest Fashions
Tyler & Company, PA

GAUGUin
Albright’s Associates LLP
Atlantic Dental Cosmetic
     & Family Dentistry
Kay Ayres Interior Design
Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy
     & Almand
Bank of Delmarva
Bank of Ocean City
Bayside Skillet
BJ’s on the Water
Bonfire Restaurant
Candy Kitchen Shoppes
Cayman Suites
Comcast Spotlight
Katy Durham and
     Rick Meehan

GAUGUin
Sandra R. Esham and
     Robert Esham, DDS 
Fagers Island Ltd
The Framing Corner
Russell T. Hammond
      Surveying, LLC
Harrison Group
Henry Fine Arts
Heritage Financial Consultants
Insurance Management Group
Old Pro Golf
Mann Properties, Inc.
Maryland Coast Towing
Planet Maze-Lasertron
Princess Royale Oceanfront Hotel
Robin Walter Day Spa
Trattoria Lombardi’s
Sonia Vargas and Larry McDaniel

frienDS in-kinD
Chesapeake Landscaping
Clean Team Janitorial
D3Corp.
East Coast Property Management
Mail Movers
Robert Mitrecic Building Co.

mAY recePTiOn fOOD 
&beVerAGe DOnOr
Touch of Italy

reciPrOcAL memberS
Ocean City Development Corp.
Hotel Motel Restaurant Association

meDiA PArTner
Delmarva Public Radio

cLick Here TO SecUreLY
DOnATe On-Line

mOneTArY
AARP Ocean Pines
Sherri & Sydney Beckstead
Judith King
Jonathan Patrowicz
Maddy Pettolina
John Sisson
Rina & Jeff Thaler
Nadine Weider

GOODS in-kinD
Walmart Supercenter
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SAVe THe DATe!

Thursday, July 21 — 7 - 9 P.M.
Lauren Glick & The Mood Swingers
at Sunset Park, Ocean City
The best blues, soul and pop co-sponsored
by The Art League of Ocean City and the
Ocean City Development Corporation.
Come on out and bring your own chair!

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/donate-ocean-city-md-arts/
www.artleagueofoceancity.org
https://www.facebook.com/artleagueoc/?fref=ts

