
EVENTS  NEWS  CLASSES SPRING 2021

Everyone has their own reasons why they want to 
belong to the Art League family. You may want to 

be inspired by being around creative people. 
You may want to be creative by taking a class or 

showing your art. You may want to be connected by 
volunteering your time and talents. You may want to 

be social, have fun and make new friends.

Whatever motivates you to belong to the Art 
League’s membership, we’re hoping you have 
a like-minded friend who may also enjoy and 

benefit from the experience. As a current 
member, you are our best ambassador to tell our 
story and help us reach out. And you’ll get a really 

nice reward if your friend - or friends - sign up!

HERE’S HOW. GO TO 
www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/become-a-member

for membership forms and to claim your prints

Bring us a new paid member, and 
we’ll reward both you and your 

friend with a limited edition print, 
“Plovers at Assateague,” by

Patrick Henry. Valued at $100
and signed by the artist.

Bring 
us a 

Friend

You both
get a 

reward

As a member of the Art League,
 you know what it means to belong.

We’re asking you to pass it on.

	   When you belong to 
the Art League as a member, 
you join a large, extended family where you feel a sense of 
belonging. We generously share our gifts with each other.

Our members are a beautiful mix of 
talents, ages, genders, races, beliefs, 
backgrounds, generations, experiences, 
personalities, interests, and goals.

Some of our members paint, photograph, 
draw, sculpt, weave, carve, mold, fire, 
collage, perform, video, shape, exhibit, sell.

Other members appreciate, support, get 
inspired, help out, connect, volunteer, 
write, greet, work as art ambassadors.

Our members encourage each other’s 
creative interests and endeavors with 
energy, opportunity, advice, and even 
critiques - but always with kindness.

Our members, like you, are 
the backbone of our family.

*

*

14.5x22”. Limited to first 250 referrals.

*
You both

get a 
reward

Bring 
us a 

Friend

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/become-a-member/
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SPECIAL COVID-19 MESSAGE 
First Friday art openings will resume on April 2 from 5-7 p.m. with mask wearing mandatory and 

social distancing in effect. The Arts Center continues to be open every day with CDC  regulations in effect. 

COFFEE WITH BILL
FREE ON ZOOM, FRIDAY, APRIL 9 AT 10 A.M.

BILL WOLFF

Grab a cup of coffee and sit down with Bill Wolff, our 2021 Orem & 
Robinson Fellow for Contemporary Art and Community Engagement. Wolff 
will speak about his work, what inspires him, his art processes, his plans for 

his fellowship year, and the new sculpture studio he set up at Salisbury 
University. There is no charge to attend, and the public is invited. For the 

Zoom link, go to www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/upcoming-events/

The fellowship is designed to bring artistic expertise to the Art League and 
allow our members and patrons a chance to learn and  explore new 

mediums. The fellow has opportunities to exhibit their work, build new 
audiences, and engage with the community. “We are excited to continue 
this fellowship for a third year, thanks to Laura Jenkins, who has endowed 

this position in memory of her parents,” Rina Thaler, executive director, said. 

Wolff, who lives in Salisbury, is associate chair of the Art Department and 
head of the sculpture program at Salisbury University. He works primarily 
in wood, metal, and installation. Bill lived in Japan as a Monbukagakusho 
scholar and received a MA in wood sculpture. He also taught 3D design 

at the Rochester Institute of Technology, as well as teaching as an adjunct 
lecturer at the University of Rochester. 

ASH’IZ

LUNCH & LEARN WITH ASH’IZ
FREE ON ZOOM, TUESDAY, MAY 11 AT NOON

We are proud to announce that poet and author Ash’iz will fill our new 
fellowship for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. Ash’iz uniquely mixes 

alternative health with spoken word poetry that revives, reveals, and brings 
a rebirthing that heals. Off-stage, Ash’iz is an Alternative Health Crystal 

Practitioner and Executive Director of the nonprofit Beauty 4rm 
(pronounced “from”) Ashiz Movement Inc. She shares her story with others 

through her debut book, “A Piece of Me, Brings Peace to Me.” 

Join Ash’iz for a free interactive discussion on Tuesday, May 11 at noon 
on Zoom. Learn how she constructs poetry, uses crystals to heal, and 
about her journey as an artist. There is no charge to attend, and the 

public is invited. For the Zoom link, go to  
www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/upcoming-events/

The Art League initiated this fellowship to construct and facilitate activities 
and events that will stimulate conversation surrounding diversity. Events may 

include book discussions, community engagement/outreach, classes, and 
events. We also hope to provide input on creating a culture of equity, 

diversity and inclusion within our own organization.

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/upcoming-events/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/upcoming-events/
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FIRST FRIDAY ART OPENING
IN-PERSON 5-7 PM
OC ARTS CENTER

FREE VIRTUAL FILM NIGHT
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM
Now with Q&A session and 
scene-by-scene discussions.

FREE ORIGINALS ONLY
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM

Points of Juxtaposition
THALER GALLERY

Tony Burton, Alex Gamble, Kennie Jones, 
Michael Morris, Ernest Satchell, Carl Williams 

CAROL RYDEL
STUDIO E

ARTISAN
MARY

AINSWORTH

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
EASTERN SHORE

ELVIN HERNANDEZ 
& BRAD HUDSON 

SPOTLIGHT GALLERY

2

17

28
ONLINE:
ANIME 

YOUTH ART 
SHOW

APR

ANNUAL CORPORATE 
PARTNER JURIED SHOW

GALLERIA

Best in Show 2021
Rose Bean



Visit the Art League’s new satellite gallery in the lobby 
of the Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort, also now 

part of our First Friday pARTy Nights.

PAINT NIGHTS AT THE PRINCESS TAKE
YOU TO THE TROPICS IN THEIR ATRIUM

Grab some friends and get creative at our new Paint 
Nights at the Princess. Instructors Jenell Willey and 
Joan Guerriero guide you step-by-step. Snacks and 
drinks at the bar. $25 members/$30 non-members.

APRIL 9 - 16 - 23 - 30    6:30 - 8:30 PM
Register: www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/classes

4

The Art of Friendship
The Friendship of Art

bove all else, friendship is sharing. And 
sharing is what art is all about, isn’t it?  Some-
times that sharing is comforting or inspiring.  

At other times, like a trusted friend, it can be brutally 
honest, forcing us to look within ourselves.  Whatever 

the case, it’s a sharing that draws us 
together.  Even on a virtual platform, 
experiencing a work of art with a 
friend is like holding hands.

The Art League of Ocean City is a 
gathering of friends with a shared 
mission and vision.  We are, more-

over, a Community of Creatives.  This includes not only 
those who construct and perform the broad range of 
fine arts, but those who support the arts as well, who 
create space and time for works to be shared and 
enjoyed.  For what good is a drawing stuck under the 
bed, a sculpture tucked away in a closet, a poem left 
unspoken, or a light hidden under a basket?

I have gained so many friends through my association 
with the Art League: friends who have inspired me, 
friends who have taught me so much, who have truly 
enriched the quality of my existence; friends whose 
comfort and support have helped carry me through 
this most difficult year.  It motivates me to give back, 
and to draw in more of my greater circle of acquain-
tances to share in this wonderful experience.

It’s fun to associate with people who create things. So 
let’s bring our friends online: literally and figuratively.  
Ask them to join. Get them involved in a virtual event.  
Bring them with you to the Center: for a class, for an 
exhibition, for an event, or just to share a few moments 
outside and enjoy the magnificent view.  It’s an act of 
friendship that will bring you closer, and help enrich 
lives throughout the community.

“Creativity is contagious,” said Albert Einstein, 
“Pass it on.”
				    John Sisson
				    President

A ANNOUNCING OUR ART PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE PRINCESS ROYALE OCEANFRONT

Art shows, Paint Nights, and First Fridays 
are now oceanfront at the Princess!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Sisson, President
Marian Bickerstaff, Past President
Barbara Patrick,1st Vice President
Laura Jenkins, 2nd Vice President

Rafael Correa, Treasurer
Emily Schwab, Recording Secretary

Jan Perdue, Corresponding Secretary

ART LEAGUE STAFF

Rina Thaler, Executive Director
Su Fiske, Office Manager

Katie Brown, Gallery Manager
Katrin Huber, Education Director

Robert Johnson, Pottery Studio Manager
Elaine Bean, Marketing & Publicity Director
Aubrey Sizemore, Volunteer Coordinator

Megan Burak, Education Assistant & Social Media
Kacie Neeb, Gallery Assistant

Cassie Wait, Front Desk & Receptions
William “B.L.” Strang-Moya, Film Festival Director

Jamie Albright
Hilari Ashton

Courtney Blackford 
Katy Durham 
Joe Mitrecic

Maryellen Rosenblit
Amy Rothermel

Gayle Widdowson 
Ryan Wilde

MAY CALLS + DEADLINES
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE - MAY 8

Worcester County students pursuing higher 
education in the arts may apply for the $5,000 
Sidney M. Beckstead or the $1,000 Katherine 

Ellen Brown art scholarships.
www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/scholarship/

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Come out, come out, wherever you are! 

We need volunteers for summer kids’ camp, 
ArtX, and Plein Air. Can you help?

Contact: aubrey@artleagueofoceancity.org

TURN YOUR UTILITY BOX INTO ART!
We prime them, hand paint them with a custom 

scene, and clearcoat them for $500 each.
 Contact: aubrey@artleagueofoceancity.org

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/events/category/classes/
https://artleagueofoceancity.org/scholarship/
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JIM REHAK
THALER GALLERY

Expressive PLEIN AIR PLUS

ALISON LEIGH MENKE
THALER GALLERY

STUDIO E
Artist-in-Residence

GALLERIA 
“Up Close & Personal” 

Group Photo Show

ONLINE
Art League Student Showcase

FIRST FRIDAY ART OPENING
IN-PERSON 5-7 PM
OC ARTS CENTER &
PRINCESS ROYALE

FREE VIRTUAL FILM NIGHT
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM
Now with Q&A session and 
scene-by-scene discussions.

FREE ORIGINALS ONLY
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM

7

15

26

DAVID SIMPSON
PRINCESS ROYALE

DALE 
ASHERA-DAVIS

SPOTLIGHT GALLERY

MAY

PAUL & 
ANDREW 

NEEB
ARTISAN 

SHOWCASE
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light at the end of the tunnel

A s we “spring ahead” and the days become longer 
and warmer, there is a palpable sense of hope in the 
air that we can begin to put the pieces of our lives 

back together and move to some sort of normalcy. 

 While we will still be providing lots of online classes in 
the upcoming months, including lectures 
and other programming, we will also be 
moving cautiously and safely ahead with 
welcoming you back to events like our 
in-person First Fridays and classes, and 
outdoor events like Arts Day at Windmill 
Creek Winery on Sunday, June 13

COVID-19 has hit us all hard, and the Art League is no 
exception. With the cancellation of our events and fund-
raisers, as well as a drop in visitors to the Arts Center, our 
membership numbers have taken a dip. We are looking 
to our loyal current members for assistance by inviting 
a friend to join the Art League of Ocean City. This is a 
unique opportunity to both help the arts and also own     
a piece of artwork by renowned artist Patrick Henry. (See 
the cover story for more details)

here are so many benefits of membership in 
the Art League. We are a diverse nonprofit arts 
organization that provides valuable services to the 

community, promotes cultural tourism, and celebrates art 
in all its forms. 

In this newsletter you will see the many programs offered 
here at the Arts Center and online, but your member-
ship to the Art League also supports the work we do in 
the community. For instance, we provide free classes 
to at-risk youth through a collaboration with Worcester 
County Youth and Family Counseling. We offer monthly 
free classes to the developmentally delayed adult clients 
of Worcester County Developmental Center. New this 
spring, we will be running an after-school art enrichment 
club with Pocomoke Elementary School. Your member-
ship makes these programs and so many others possible. 

So, if you are not already a member of the Art League, 
please consider joining. If you are already a member, 
bring us a friend. Not only will you receive a beautiful 
print by an iconic Eastern Shore artist, you will be 
supporting the arts at a time when it is needed most. 
With all of the virtual exhibits, events, and our new online 
gift shop, no matter where you live, you are now able to 
participate! Thank you for your support, and I look
forward to seeing you in-person or online this spring.

				    Rina Thaler
				    Executive Director

T
SPOTLIGHT

SUNDAY, JUNE 13 
NOON - 8 PM

11206 Worcester 
Hwy, Berlin, Md.

Enjoy a fun day at 
Windmill Creek 

Vineyard & Winery 
surrounded by art! 

Bring your chairs or blankets, enjoy art activities for the 
whole family, an artist marketplace, live entertainment, 
a raffle, and prizes. Become a member on the spot or 

bring a friend to join us as a member, and you both will 
win a free piece of art!

* Wine and food available from the vineyard at extra cost

FREE! ARTS DAY AT
WINDMILL CREEK WINERY

THE ART LEAGUE 
HELPS OTHER 

NONPROFITS REACH 
THEIR GOAL.

HERE’S HOW!

OCTOBER 1-31, 2021
The Art League will donate $5 per home tour ticket sold 

to nonprofits who promote the tour. 
For more information contact Sand Castle Home Tour 

Community Engagement Committee Chair
PATTY CAMPBELL - campbell11471@comcast.net

Have lunch while you watch Robbie, our pottery studio 
manager, demonstrate on the potter’s wheel from his 
home studio as he creates vessels before your eyes, 

shares stories, and discusses how to make clay come to 
life with various techniques. Learn how you can do it!

Register for this free Zoom event at
www.ArtLeagueofOceanCity.org/upcoming-events/

LUNCH 
& LEARN 
POTTERY
THROW
DOWN 

WITH 
ROBERT JOHNSON

FREE ON ZOOM 
JUNE 8, 

NOON - 1 PM

https://artleagueofoceancity.org/upcoming-events/
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FIRST FRIDAY ART OPENING
IN-PERSON 5-7 PM
OC ARTS CENTER &
PRINCESS ROYALE

FREE VIRTUAL FILM NIGHT
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM
Now with Q&A session and 
scene-by-scene discussions.

FREE ORIGINALS ONLY
FACEBOOK LIVE - 7 PM

4

19

30

GALLERIA
“Rare Earth” 
Group Show

NINA MICKELSEN
THALER GALLERY

SPOTLIGHT

JUN

JUNE IS CLAY MONTH AT THE ART LEAGUE!

STUDIO E
Clay Guild of the

Eastern Shore

ONLINE
Ceramics Group Show

POTTERY 
CLASSES
See page 9

Ed deLuca • Sarah Halcott 
Robert Johnson • Mary 

Back • Ernie Satchell 
Florence Kasden • Dottie 

Truitt • Bob Truitt 
Marie A. Cavallaro

Karen Bearman • more

ARTISAN
MARGE

BRADACH

JACK
KNIGHT

PRINCESS
ROYALE
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https://artleagueofoceancity.org/events/category/classes/
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THANK YOU, GENEROUS DONORS (DECEMBER 11, 2020 -  MARCH 17, 2021)

IN HONOR
Don Lehman
   Deborah Ebersole 
IN MEMORY
Barbara Hall Shade
   Amy Rothermel
Chris Bedard
   Janet Rosenbaum
Eva Fox
   Amy Rothermel
   Ann & Terry Terrell
   Barbara Patrick
   Bebe Antonini
   Bonnie Kirschbaum
   Brenda S Fishbein
   Christine Ward Glick
   Courtney Mosseri
   Cynthia A Fox
   Dawn Bowen
   Deborah S Shuster
   Deena & Jay Dermer
   Gabe & Robyn Dagen
   Gail Keller-Scheiber
   Jeanne Mueller
   Joan & Bernie Kessler
   John Sisson
   Ken & Andrea Weckstein
   Kimmerly Messick
   Marian Bickerstaff
   Patricia Selig
   Paul & Carol Horvitz   
   RAK, Inc
   Robin Chiddo

PICASSO
Macky’s Bayside Bar & Grill

RENOIR
Atlantic Planning & Development
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel
Jolly Roger Amusement Park
Pit & Pub
Trident Furnishings/Donaway

MONET
Dumser’s Dairyland Restaurant
Farmers Bank of Willards
Seacrets Nite Club

CEZANNE
Atlantic General Hospital
Bayside Skillet
Berlin Interventional Pain Mgnt.
Candy Kitchen Shoppes
Community Foundation of 
     the Eastern Shore

  LEGACY PARTNERS
Karen & Spicer Bell 
Marian Bickerstaff

Lyn Burr
Laura Jenkins

Barbara Patrick
Emily & Paul Schwab

John Sisson
Rina & Jeff Thaler 

Judy & Jon Tremellen

Creative Concepts Furniture
Phil Cropper
Dough Roller Restaurants
Dunes Manor Hotel & Suites
Sandy & Bob Esham, DDS
Glitter & Gold
Mancini’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
OC Rooms - Buas Enterprises
Ocean City Elks Lodge #2645
Ocean City Outlets
Sea Quest Fashions
Worcester Co. 
    Developmental Center

GAUGUIN
Albright’s Associates LLP
Atlantic Cosmetic & 
     Family Dentistry
Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy & Almand
Bank of Ocean City
BJ’s on the Water

Bonfire Restaurant
Chick-fil-A
Fager’s Island Ltd.
The Framing Corner
Harrison Group
James List Law LLC 
Mann Properties
Off the Hook/Taste Events
Old Pro Golf
PKS Investment Advisors
PNC Bank
Princess Royale Oceanfront Hotel
Procino-Wells & Woodland LLC
Residence Inn Ocean City
Rick Meehan & Katy Durham/
Rak, Inc.
Royal Plus Electric
Sahara Motel
Servant Leader Investments
Trattoria Lombardi’s
Windmill Creek Vineyard & Winery

THANK YOU, CORPORATE PARTNERS (PLEASE SUPPORT THEM)

   Sara Moghaddam
   Sherry Tichauer
   Susan Fiske
   Susan Schwartzbart
   Susanna Eisenman
   Tyler Jacobs
   Yumi Hogan
Jim Striby
   Susan Petito
Joanne Blinke
   Janet Rothenhoefer
Marie Connelly
   Kathleen Hennessey
Mary Doellgast
   Nancy Jarvis
Phyllis Jaffee
   Leonard H Jaffee    
      Charitable Fund

SIDNEY M BECKSTEAD
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Donald Creasy	
Eileen Leahy
Sherrie Beckstead

GENERAL DONATIONS
Al & Bonnie Rae
Alison Webb Schweiger
Andrew & Katherine Kennery
Ann R. Hancock
Ann & Terry Terrell
Barbara & Stan Stepura
Barbara Hager

Barbara L. Weber
Barbara Schmid
Barbara Taylor
Bayside Skillet
Betsy Hall Harrison
Beverly Pierce
BJ’s on the Water
Bonnie Kirschbaum
Cassandra Wait
Community Foundation   
   of the Easten Shore
Connie Matricardi
Courtney Blackford
Crystal E Cahoone
Darren Fields
Dawn Brinkman
Deborah Mass
Diana Campbell
Donna Finley
Doug & Mary Beth 
     McDaniel
Ed & Emmy Challenger
Edwin Crawford
Ellen & Richard Rubin
Elsie MacMullen
Eric Doroshow
Evelyn Hartman
F & D Gunion Char. Trust
Gayle H Widdowson
Grayce Cohen
Gudelsky Family Foundation
Harry & Deborah V. Adler
Iryna Poliakovska

Jamie Bennett
Jane Lucien-Scholle
Joan Beach
Joan Clow
Joanne Sackman
Joseph Soares Jr
Johanna Hurd
John & Judy Fisher
John Carter
John Reese
John Sisson
Jon & Judy Tremellen
Judith King
Junis B Adkins
Karen Dudley
Karen Hunter
Kelli & Jonathan Anders
Kristin Regan
Kristine Hudson
Laurie & Jon Andes
Leonora M Dixon
Linda Herbst
Linda W. Frew
Lisa Grice
Marci Levin
Margaret Reitz
Margaret T. Stadter
Margaret Wisniewski
Margy Feigelson
Marian Bickerstaff
Marie Cavallaro
Martha Graham
Mary Byrd

Mary Leach
Mary Posey
Maryellen Rosenblit
Marymichele Davis
Mathew Scire
Maureen Wheatley
Melvin & Bette J Felber, 
     DDS
Michael & Becky 
     Galeone
Mike and Donna 
     Amedeo
Nancy B. Fortney
Nancy Barrett
Nancy West
Natalie Fenwick
Paige Cox
Pansy Tong
Pat Wilgus
Patrick Lieb
Patti Backer
Patti Lucas Hopkins
Paul & Carol Horvitz 
     Foundation
Ray Ewing
Rina & Jeff Thaler
Rosemary & Bill Carroll
Rosemary Burns
Roy Stewart & Dorothy 
     Grillo
Ryan Wilde
Sandra Erbe
Servant Leader Investors

Spicer & Karen Bell
Susan Cropper
Theresa Skepton
Thomas & Mary Jo Bosley
Thomas Dolina
Tina Desrosiers
Velda E. Henry
West-O Bottle Shop
Wilcox Family
Windrow Group

FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS
Bank of Ocean City
Carl M. Freeman Foundation
Good Clean Fun Productions
Harrison Group
OC Hotel Motel Restaurant Assn.
OCDC Public Art
Ocean Amusements, Inc/Jolly 
     Rogers Amusements Parks
Ocean City Tourism
Ocean City Chamber 
     of Commerce
Ocean Downs Casino
Princess Royale Oceanfront
Shore United Bank
Taylor Bank
Maryland Deptartment of 
     Commerce - Office of Tourism, 
     Film, and the Arts
West-O Bottle Shop
Worcester County Tourism

FRIENDS IN-KIND
Clean Team Janitorial
Coastal Style Magazine
D3 Corp
Delmarva Public Media
The Dispatch 
Eastern Shore Property Mgmt.
Mail Movers
Robert Mitrecic Builders
Ocean City Today
Shoreline Technologies
Tyler & Company, P.A.
Unscene Productions

RECIPROCAL MEMBERS
Hotel Motel Restaurant Assn.
Ocean City Development Corp.
Ocean City Chamber 
    of Commerce

https://artleagueofoceancity.org
www.facebook.com/artleagueofoceancity

