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ART MATTERS NEWSLETTER

Svetlana McCoy-Rusanova
Artisan Showcase

YOU ARE INVITED TO 
THE FREE FIRST FRIDAY 

OPENING RECEPTION & ARTISAN FAIR
DEC 1, 2023   5-7 PM

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


ARTS CENTER

A R T I S AN  
S H O W C A S E 

Svetlana McCoy-
Rusanova

T H ALE   R  G ALLE    R Y  Annual Members Juried Show 

 

S P OTL   I G H T  
Natalie Blanton

S TA  I R C A S E  G ALLE    R Y ”There’s Lines & There’s Shapes”  
Laura Kelley & L. Morgan Kelley

S ATELL     I TE   G ALLE    R I E S
Amanda Lind - Coffee Beanery - 94th & Coastal Hwy. 

Carol Ward - Princess Royale - 9110 Coastal Hwy.

S I S S ON   G ALLE    R I A 
Best of 2023

S TU  D I O  E  
Small Works 

BARBARA KERN-BUSH

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


Iuliia Nahirna
Susan LeMar

Jennifer Wagner
Erin Smith

Theresa Alo
Mary Michele Davis

Alexis McKenzie
Terry Lake

Charlene Willner
Susan Allen

H O L I D A Y
A R T I S A N  F A I R

DEC 1  5-7      DEC 2  11-4

Start your holiday shopping here with one-of-a-kind, handmade 
gifts you won’t find anywhere else. Jewelry, ceramics, fiber art, 

wood art, metal art, and more plus book signings, too.

ARTS CENTER

Cynthia Freyer
Sue Bromm

Lisa Guerriero
Tia, Tuve Tuvesson

Bilbo Yanuk

Authors
Tara E. Ebersole
Frank Hopkins
Joanne Guilfoil

Save the dates 
The Buzzed Word  Dec. 6

Ocean98’s Bulldog  Jan. 10
Bunk Mann  Feb. 7

Join us at 11:30 for a delightful brunch and a fascinating exploration 
into the lives of Ocean City celebrities.  In December, meet Mickie 
Meinhardt, founder of The Buzzed Word in north Ocean City, and 
learn about wines and how to serve them. Seating is limited, so 
please reserve your place at OCart.org.

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


ARTS CENTER

SAT. DEC. 16  7 PM   F I L M  N I G H T  &  sh  o wc  a s e

SAT. DEC. 9  10AM-NOON  F R EE   F A M I LY  A R T  D AY

Come together as a family and make a 
winter tree collage with Barbara Buford. Take 

home your art that very day! Children must be 
accompanied by an adult; adults, by a child. 

 TUES. DEC. 12  1-3 PM   F R EE   W R I TE  R S ’  G R OU  P

Creative writing discussion in a supportive 
group. All welcome. Free to attend.
Register online under Classes tab.

THURS. DEC. 14  11:30     a n n u a l  l u n ch  e o n 

Don’t forget our annual luncheon is in 
a new location this year - The Princess 

Royale, 9110 Coastal Hwy. Please join us 
to meet our board of directors, congrat-
ulate our volunteer award winners, and 

celebrate 60 years of art in OC.

Make scratch-board art with Barbara Buford. The 
theme is “transformation” for those dealing with 
stress, trauma or grief, focusing on healing. Free 

with suggested donation. Supplies included. 

THURS. DEC. 14  5:30-7:30PM F R e e  H EA  R T  &  S OUL 

Highlighting local filmmakers and films 
produced in part by the Art League. 
“Peer”directed by Marlon Wallace. 

“A Center for the Arts”directed by B.L. 
Strang-Moya. “Roots”directed by Fiona 

O’Brien, Zoe Couloumbis, Sebrena 
Williamson. Q&A with filmmakers. 

$5 suggested donation at the door. 
Content not rated. 

Viewer discretion is advised.

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


We’re doing face painting!
And screening films from the 
Ocean City Film Festival and 
giving details on our Manga/
Anime Youth Art Show at the 

Ocean City Center for the Arts 
in April 2024.

Get your Comic Con tickets at
OceanCityComicCon.com

SEE YOU AT COMIC CON
OC Convention Center   

SATURDAY, DEC. 9 

We’re back in 2024 
with our 8th season! 

And you-know-who is 
coming back to town. 
Stay tuned for details.

OCMDFilmFestival.com

SAVE THE DATES ~ MARCH 7th - 10th 2024

He’s 
back!

Head to Northside Park and visit our 
display of hand-decorated trees by 

24 local businesses and friends. Vote 
for your favorites at $1 per vote. The 

winning tree gets $500, and proceeds 
go to Art League youth programs.

Nov 16-Dec 24 - Wed-Sun - 5:30-9:30
Dec 25-Dec 31 - 7 days - 5:30-9:30

Yes, you can 
vote right 
here! Scan
the QR code

www.artleagueofoceancity.org
www.oceancitycomiccon.com
www.ocmdfilmfestival.com


YEA   R  EN  D  R E F LE  C T I ON  S
As the Art League of Ocean City’s 60th Anniversary year comes to 
a close, we look back on all that has been accomplished this year, 
and ahead to the second decade in our beautiful building - the 
Ocean City Center for the Arts. 

In 2023, we launched a campaign 
called the Future of the Arts, and 
the community came together to 
contribute funds to help us update 
the Arts Center and upgrade the 
technology so we can sustain a 
vibrant arts scene. Funds raised from 
the campaign went to new lighting, 
security cameras, computers, and 
software. We were able to purchase 
a storage shed, new pottery wheels, 
and convert closet space to much-

needed office space. New classroom tables and chairs and a new 
coat of paint helped to make the space function and improved the 
aesthetic.

 In addition to the new items, generous donors came forward to 
dedicate spaces in the building, and the support they provided will 
go towards the long-term investments so the Art League will be 
here to serve generations to come. New dedicated spaces include 
the Pottery Studio dedicated by the Tong Family, the Staircase 
Gallery dedicated by Jack Burbage and Virginia Pappas, and the 
Courtyard dedicated by Sandy & Palmer Gillis. We will have an 
official dedication and celebration of these spaces in 2024. 

It is not too late to contribute to the Future of the Arts campaign, 
and there are still items that our 10-year-old Arts Center needs. So 
please consider making a year-end tax deductible donation to the 
Art League of Ocean City’s Future of the Arts campaign. If you love 
the Art League like we do, consider joining us as a legacy partner 
and make a pledge to sustain the organization through estate 
planning. To give, please go to OCart.org/donate.

We are looking forward to 2024, and hope that you will join us for a 
First Friday, take a class, enjoy a performance in the gallery space, 
attend our 8th Ocean City Film Festival next March, or come to our 
new Brunch & Learn series. However you choose to interact, know 
that engaging in the arts makes life worth living. 

Wishing you all happy holidays and a happy and healthy New Year!

			   John Sisson	 Rina Thaler
			   President               Executive Director	

www.artleagueofoceancity.org


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS
PICASSO - $5,000 Macky & Pam Stansell 
VAN GOGH - $2,500 Candy Kitchen Shoppes ~ Dr. Leonard & Kari Berger 
RENOIR - $1,500 Atlantic Planning & Development ~ Jolly Roger/Bayshore 
Development ~ Pit n Pub ~ Sunsations ~ Trimper Rides 
MONET - $1,000 Dumser’s Dairyland ~ Farmer’s Bank of Willards ~ Residence Inn 
Ocean City ~ Seacrets Nite Club 
CEZANNE - $500 Bayside Skillet ~ Cambria Hotel ~ Community Foundation of the 
Eastern Shore ~ Creative Concepts ~ Sandra & Robert Esham DDS ~ Hilton Garden 
Inn ~ Innerbloom ~ Key Financial Services ~ Malibu’s Surf Shop ~ Mancini’s Brick 
Oven Pizzeria  ~ Montgomery Financial Services ~ Ocean City Elks Lodge #2645 ~ 
Old Pro Golf ~ Sea Quest Fashions ~ Valentine Accounting  ~ Worcester County 
Developmental Center 
GAUGUIN - $250 Albright’s Associates ~ Atlantic Dental Cosmetic  & Family 
Dentistry ~ Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy & Almand  Billy & Madlyn Carder ~ Clare’s Nutty 
Concoctions ~ Deeley Insurance Agency ~ Delaware Elevator ~ The Framing 
Corner ~ Gregory Poulos Photography ~ Harrison Group ~ Heart Drawn Studio & 
Tattoo ~ Hooked Restaurant ~ Jinchul Kim ~ Just Tree Creations ~ Lombardi Pizza ~ 
Mann Properties ~ Monte Carlo Hotel ~ Princess Royale Oceanfront ~ RAK Inc. Rick 
Meehan & Katy Durham ~ Royal Plus Electric ~ Spain Wine Bar  ~ The Wilde Family 
FRIENDS-IN-KIND Cambria Hotel ~ Clean Team Janitorial  ~ D3 Corp ~ 
The Dispatch ~  Harrison Group ~ Ocean City Today ~ Residence Inn ~ Shoreline 
Technologies ~ Sun Signs ~ Unscene Productions  
RECIPROCAL  MEMBERS Hotel Motel Restaurant Assn. ~ Ocean City Chamber of 
Commerce ~ Ocean City Development Corp. 
GALA IN-KIND DONATIONS Candy Kitchen ~ Phil Cropper ~ OC Wasabi ~ Nancy 
Ellen Thompson ~ Ricky Sears ~ Bruno Baran ~ Andree Tullier ~ Duane Sabistan ~ 
Pat Lang ~ Lisa Scarbath ~ Elaine Bean ~ Joe DiGiulio ~ Rina Thaler ~ Ray Ewing 
Virginia Pappas ~ Park Place Jewelers ~ Kuhn’s Jewelers ~ Just Tree Creations ~ 
Kate Elaine Hammen ~ Adam Showell ~ Elite Island Resorts  ~ Ballet Theatre of 
Maryland ~ Annapolis Waterfront Hotel ~ Luna Blu Italian Restaurant ~ Innerbloom 
Kathryn Redden ~ Captain Steve ~Bruder Hill ~ The Sterling Tavern ~ Island 
Creamery ~ Forgotten 50 Distilling ~ Atlantic Hotel ~ A Perfect Face ~ Cambria, 
Spain Wine Bar ~ Patti Selig ~ Paul Cullen ~ Pino & Karen Tomasello ~ Embers ~ 
Touch of Italy ~ Gregory Poulos Photography ~ Seaborn Seafood ~ Barn 34 ~ 
The Hobbit ~ Ashore Resort & Beach Club

THANK YOU, LEGACY PARTNERS
Jamie & Jeffrey Albright ~ Karen & Spicer Bell ~ Marian Bickerstaff ~ Lyn Burr ~ 
Laura Jenkins ~ Barbara Patrick ~ Jim & Jan Perdue ~ Emily & Paul Schwab ~ 
John Sisson ~ Rina & Jeff Thaler ~ Jon & Judy Tremellen

THANK YOU, DONORS -  OCTOBER 2023
Rose Adcock ~ Jeff & Jamie Albright ~ Atlantic Planning Development & Design
Sherrie Beckstead ~ Monyka Berrocosa-Garrison ~ Kevin Brennan ~ Carl M. 
Freeman Foundation ~ Leslie Carson ~ Ed & Emmy L Challenger ~ Robin	
Chiddo ~ Cystal Collins ~ Makenzie Collins ~ Delaware Elevator ~ Nancy	
Dofflemyer ~ Marilyn Flack ~ Lucille Greenwell ~ Sandy Herbert ~ Home Depot 
Nancy Howard ~ Buddy & Laura Jenkins ~ Martie Judy ~ Mary Kampman ~ Patricia	
Kearney ~ Kathy Kreft ~ Mary Beth McDaniel ~ Leighton & Rebecca Moore
OC Hotel Motel Restaurant Association ~ Barbara Osborn ~ Wayne & Virginia	
Outten ~ Elizabeth Piela ~ Ann Roebuck ~ Maryellen Rosenblit ~ Lori Samolsky
Daniel Scholfield ~ John Sisson ~ Nancy Soulsman ~ Rina & Jeff Thaler ~ Pansy	
Tong ~ Stephanie Walker ~ Sharon Wilson ~ Judy Wolgast ~ Christopher Yoder
Daniel Zimmerman

www.artleagueofoceancity.org
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Thursday   |   December 14, 2023   |   11:30 - 1:30
Princess Royale Hotel   |  9110 Coastal Hwy.

Join us as we celebrate the grand finale of our 60th year, with
so much more to come. We’ll recognize our volunteers, members, 

sponsors, and supporters with our annual awards.
$45 per person includes meal, non-alcoholic beverage, gratutity, and 

special gift. Luncheon options include Caesar or garden salad;
blackened salmon, chicken or falafel; bread and desserts.

RSVP by Dec. 7 to 410-524-9433

www.artleagueofoceancity.org

